LIVESTOCK FACT SHEET
MANSFIELD FFA CHAPTER 

BROILERS FOR SHOW

Purpose of the project: Broilers are meat-type chickens raised and shown by FFA members to satisfy the out-of-class requirements of the agriscience class. 

When to buy? All broilers shown in the County are from the same hatch and picked up by the ag teacher from the county coordinator.  
Cost of chicks: Broiler chicks cost approximately $1.50 each.   Students order twenty birds each for a starting cost of $30.00.

Selection: Since the birds are from the same hatchery and the same hatch date, their genetic variation is very minimal. Also, since they are all the same age, there is no advantage to hand-picking birds to get the best. 

How many broilers to raise? The more you raise, the greater the selection at the time of the show.  

Gender: The chicks are not identified by sex and therefore the number of males and females chosen by the student is random.  Students may show males and females in the same pen of three.

Culling: Broiler chicks will be culled at approximately 3 weeks of age. Removing inferior birds from the pen helps the remaining chicks grow faster by giving them more space. Any student not removing birds immediately from the pen will not be allowed to show. 

Helping others: All broiler raisers sign a contract requiring them to help with culling and final selection. Anyone not helping will be disqualified from future competition.

Showing broilers: The ag teacher and student will select the two best “pens of three” for the student to show. The student is responsible for bringing the birds to the show. The two pens should be shown in separate classes; however, the exhibitor may need extra help showing, especially if both pens qualify for the final judging. Broilers are exhibited by the student holding the birds upside down for the judge to handle and determine the placing.

Shows: Mansfield FFA poultry raisers will have the opportunity to show at the Tarrant County Jr. Livestock Show or the Houston Livestock Show only. Poultry are not shown at other shows because of the risk of injuring the student’s best birds and therefore not being able to show .  You may only show one set of birds. 
When/how does the project end? Broilers are shown at the Tarrant County Jr. Livestock Show in March.   Houston Livestock Show Birds end  in March also.  There is no floor buyer for poultry. Students must process, sell, or give away birds within one week after the county show.

Return on investment: At the county show, exhibitors placing in the top half of their class qualify for the Premium Sale. These broilers go through an auction and will sell for $400 to $500 (or more for Grand and reserve champions). Animals not making the Premium Sale are not guaranteed any additional money at the show.  Currently, exhibitors may sell a maximum of two entries in the county show auction.

Disposing of poultry after the show: There is no poultry processor (buyer) within 50 miles of Mansfield. It is recommended that the student either process the birds themselves, hire someone to process the birds, or give them away to someone that is able to process them for meat. These birds are not good for egg production. They are specifically bred for meat purposes. Note: Birds processed but not inspected by the USDA cannot be sold to anyone.

Feed and water: 

Wild Game Bird Starter or Poultry Starter is required in the beginning. After three weeks, gradually change over a five to seven day period) to Broiler Complete. Broiler Complete is then fed for the remainder of the season. Birds should have fresh feed and water available at all times.

Managing the project:

· The birds should be started in a large box or brooder. After 5 to 8 days, they are released to the pen to be raised on pine shavings. After the first month, the shavings should be maintained at a depth of 4 inches. Shavings must always be kept dry and soft.

· Two or three heat lamps should be arranged so that the birds are comfortable and the water will not freeze.

· Be very careful handling the birds to prevent bruising and broken bones.

· On warm days, raise one or two heat lamps and keep the doors of the barn open for ventilation.

· Show birds must have wing bands. Any broiler without a band cannot show.

  Limited assistance: Mansfield FFA members must do as much work as they can physically do in raising the animals. The student should be able to carry feed sacks, walk the animals, and show the birds. Having too many projects or too much homework are not acceptable reasons for the parent to do the student’s work. FFA does not stand for “Father Feeds Animal”. 

Parental Supervision: Other than transporting the student to the school farm and feed store, the parent is responsible for overseeing the student’s work. For students having their own transportation, the parent must routinely check the project and see the condition of the pen, equipment, and animals. This is imperative for the success of the project.

Student’s responsibilities:

· Be prepared for the animal’s arrival

· Feed/ observe project twice per day

· Always have proper feed and supplies on hand

· Follow directions of the ag teacher and follow school farm rules

· Safely install electrical cords and heat lamps

· Communicate with parents what the teacher says about the project (the parent shouldn’t need to ask the teacher or the feed store about the animal or its needs)

· Observe the animal for health problems

· Make necessary repairs to the pen 

· Haul birds to the show in proper boxes

· Attend scheduled work sessions (culling, final selection) promptly

· Keep accurate records of cash inflow and outflow, feeding, and management

Ag teacher’s responsibilities:
· Take money, process orders, and pick up chicks from the central Texas hatchery

· Instruct student in animal selection, feeding, animal health, showmanship, farm rules, litter management, show rules, etc.

· Evaluate the project and makes recommendations regarding feed, project management, etc.  

· Schedule times to cull birds and make final selection of birds, etc.

· Collect show fees and complete entry process for county show

· Enforce farm rules, school rules, and show rules. Grade students’ progress and accomplishments with the animal
